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Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. , that it dawned on me that there was, in the Chinese context, an incredibly close link between my interest in the moral crisis and a longstanding preoccupation of mine with the question of freedom. When these hitherto only parallel concerns thus came together, the idea for the present book was born. By a happy coincidence, it was at roughly this time that I began to receive invitations to speak or write about themes in the vicinity of the moral crisis or the question of freedom or both. As this book goes to press, I feel a renewed appreciation of those friends and colleagues who by their invitations and pressures gave me the stimulus to shape inchoate and fragmented inklings into claims, arguments, and narratives. These people include, in alphabetical order, Geremie Barmé, Timothy Cheek, Pochung Chow, Fred Dallmayr, Gloria Davies, Gan Yang, P. J. Ivanhoe, Tao Jiang, Liang Zhiping, Lorenzo Marsili, Thomas Pogge, Q. S. Tong, and Zhao Tingyang. Some of these initiatives led to particularly useful trial runs, in published form, of ideas that have now found their way into this book. In this connection, I am grateful to several publishers for permission to draw on previously published material. Chapters 1 and 2 are revised and expanded versions, respectively, of "The Moral Crisis in Post-Mao China: Prolegomenon to a Philosophical Analysis," Diogenes (Sage Publications), vol. It has not been an easy time writing this book, especially emotionally, as I am not only an observer but also a participant in relation to the subject matter, and prolonged reflection on the deep roots of the moral crisis and the huge obstacles to freedom as its solution is bound to take its toll on the participant in the author. All the more invaluable under such circumstances has been the intellectual and moral company of friends, which gives constant life to the simple truth that passionate critique is a labor of love. Thus, without mentioning these friends by name, as they know best who they are, I thank them both for helping keep me sober and for making me dare to be more hopeful than I would otherwise be.
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It gives me special pleasure to express my deep appreciation of the two anonymous readers for Cambridge University Press for their engaged commentary and thoughtful suggestions. Last, but not least, I am greatly indebted to Robert Dreesen, my editor at Cambridge University Press, for his good judgment and enthusiastic support from the very start, and to Elizabeth Janetschek, Robert's assistant, for taking patient care of the details.
